
 
  
 

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  	  

1.  How	  do	  undergraduate	  students	  make	  sense	  of	  and	  
understand	  disability	  while	  comple:ng	  a	  disability	  
studies	  course?	  

2.  What	  pedagogical	  decisions	  made	  by	  the	  course	  
instructors	  seem	  to	  promote	  undergraduate	  students’	  
development	  of	  new	  understandings	  of	  disability?	  

3.  	  How	  do	  undergraduate	  students	  represent	  disability	  
within	  their	  specific	  disciplines	  and	  what	  shiBs	  occur	  
throughout	  the	  semester?	  	  

	  
 
 
 

Research Questions Introduction  Preliminary Findings 

Undergraduate	  Students’	  Reflec:ons	  of	  Disability:	  
Implica:ons	  for	  Postsecondary	  Pedagogy	  
Marisa Kofke, M.Ed.  

	  
	  
	  

• Using	  transforma:ve	  learning	  
as	  a	  theore:cal	  anchor,	  this	  
study	  further	  examines	  the	  
liminal	  space	  of	  
understanding	  and	  meaning	  
making	  within	  the	  context	  of	  
disability	  concepts.	  Berger	  
(2004)	  describes	  this	  
phenomenon	  as	  “the	  edge	  of	  
knowing.”	  This	  study	  explores	  
how	  the	  students	  make	  sense	  
of	  disability	  and	  the	  
processes	  they	  use	  within	  
their	  wriVen	  reflec:ons.	  	  

• Malkki	  (2010)	  explores	  the	  
mechanisms	  of	  reflec:on,	  
determining	  it	  is	  a	  holis:c	  
process	  incorpora:ng	  social,	  
biological,	  and	  emo:onal	  
components.	  The	  “comfort	  
zone”	  and	  “edge	  emo:ons”	  
are	  aspects,	  which	  contribute	  
to	  the	  process	  of	  reflec:on.	  	  	  

Exploring	  the	  Liminal	  
Space	  

• Mezirow’s	  transforma:ve	  
learning	  theory	  for	  adult	  
learners	  suggests	  that	  
previously	  regarded	  
assump:ons	  can	  be	  
challenged,	  interrupted,	  and	  
changed	  due	  to	  the	  
intersec:on	  of	  cri:cal	  
reflec:on,	  discourse,	  and	  
experiences	  (Mezirow,	  1990).	  

Transforma6ve	  Learning	  	  

Theoretical Framework 

•  Disability	  Studies	  (DS)	  is	  a	  nascent	  field,	  which	  is	  witnessing	  a	  
increase	  in	  postsecondary	  offerings	  of	  courses	  and	  programs	  of	  study	  
(Jarman	  &	  Kafer,	  2014).	  Instructors	  have	  the	  challenging	  task	  of	  introducing	  a	  
cri:cal	  perspec:ve	  of	  disability	  to	  undergraduate	  students.	  	  

•  Students	  can	  come	  from	  different	  majors	  and	  have	  varying	  degrees	  
of	  experiences	  with	  people	  with	  disabili:es.	  They	  may	  wrestle	  with	  
the	  cri:cal	  concepts	  discussed	  in	  a	  DS	  course.	  	  

•  These	  courses	  require	  a	  teaching	  methodology	  that	  will	  encourage	  
cri:cal	  thought	  and	  facilitate	  a	  poten:al	  change	  in	  student	  
disposi:on	  toward	  disability	  (Hulgin,	  O’Connor,	  Fitch,	  &	  Gutsell,	  2011;	  Cypher	  &	  Mar:n,	  2008;	  
Paterson,	  Hogan	  &	  Willis,	  2008).	  

•  This	  study	  extends	  the	  literature	  about	  the	  experience	  of	  comple:ng	  
a	  DS	  course	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  
Social	  Model	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Medical	  Model	  
Disability	  is	  a	  cultural	  construct	   	   	   	  Disability	  is	  an	  individual	  issue	  
	  

The	  analysis	  of	  the	  following	  data	  sources,	  over	  the	  course	  
of	  one	  semester,	  has	  been	  completed:	  
	  	  
•  Pre-‐	  and	  post-‐course	  ques:onnaires	  (e.g.,	  personal	  and	  

professional	  experiences	  and	  perspec:ves	  of	  disability)	  
completed	  by	  students	  during	  the	  first	  and	  last	  week	  of	  
the	  course.	  	  

	  	  
•  Narra:ve	  reflec:on	  assignments	  completed	  weekly	  

across	  the	  semester.	  	  

•  Weekly	  observa:ons	  of	  course	  lectures	  and	  in-‐class	  
discussions	  of	  two	  discussion	  sec:ons	  	  documented	  
with	  descrip:ve	  field	  notes.	  	  	  

	  
Qualita:ve,	  ethnographic,	  methods	  were	  implemented	  for	  
this	  study.	  I	  observed	  the	  course	  over	  two	  semesters.	  The	  
weekly	  observa:ons	  included	  a	  full	  class	  lecture	  and	  two	  
discussion	  sec:ons.	  	  
	  
•  Open	  coding	  was	  completed	  to	  uncover	  poten:al	  

themes	  and	  paVerns	  within	  the	  data	  sources.	  	  
•  Broad	  categories	  were	  determined	  through	  the	  process	  

of	  axial	  coding	  (Creswell,	  2012).	  	  
•  A	  qualita:ve	  soBware	  program	  was	  used	  to	  provide	  

addi:onal	  insights	  regarding	  poten:al	  themes	  and	  
paVerns	  based	  on	  students’	  majors,	  types	  of	  
experiences	  and	  heterogeneous	  groups.	  	  

•  Data	  analysis	  is	  ongoing.	  	  Preliminary	  findings	  have	  
been	  developed	  from	  the	  first	  semester	  of	  data	  
collec:on	  and	  are	  con:nuing	  to	  undergo	  in-‐depth	  
scru:ny	  as	  data	  are	  collected	  for	  a	  second	  semester	  
with	  a	  new	  group	  of	  students.	  	  
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“These	  services	  cannot	  be	  taken	  
away	  or	  not	  given	  out	  due	  to	  
budgetary	  issues	  or	  issues	  with	  
people	  with	  disabili:es	  being	  at	  
a	  disadvantage…The	  United	  
States	  as	  a	  country	  is	  a	  very	  

money	  driven	  and	  	  
individualis:c	  society.	  Our	  
health	  care,	  educa:on,	  and	  

various	  other	  systems	  all	  stem	  
back	  to	  how	  much	  money	  can	  
we	  make	  or	  save…Taking	  on	  a	  
civil	  rights	  perspec:ve	  would	  
mean	  Americans	  would	  have	  a	  
more	  collec:ve	  approach,	  

helping	  out	  the	  popula:on	  as	  a	  
whole,	  and	  that	  is	  a	  very	  foreign	  

concept	  to	  Americans.”	   

“Special	  educa:on	  is	  
supposed	  to	  be	  a	  system	  
that	  provides	  support	  for	  
children	  who	  need	  it,	  it	  
should	  not	  be	  a	  reason	  to	  
exclude	  children	  from	  
the	  general	  classroom.	  	  
Unfortunately	  when	  a	  

child	  is	  in	  need	  of	  special	  
educa:on,	  it	  becomes	  a	  
separate	  educa:onal	  
sekng	  and	  the	  child	  is	  

segregated	  from	  others.”	   

“I	  was	  shocked	  to	  read	  
that	  studies	  have	  shown	  
"much	  lower	  rates	  of	  

screening	  
mammography	  and	  Pap	  
tests	  among	  women	  
with	  disabili:es	  than	  

among	  those	  
without,"	  (Iezzoni,	  

2011).	  How	  is	  this	  s:ll	  
going	  on?	  This	  has	  to	  be	  
considered	  malprac:ce	  

and	  illegal!”	   

“I	  have	  a	  lot	  of	  experience	  with	  special	  
educa:on.	  	  I	  love	  special	  educa:on	  and	  it	  is	  a	  
passion	  of	  mine.	  	  I	  really	  ques:oned	  some	  of	  
the	  things	  the	  authors	  wrote	  in	  their	  ar:cles.	  
I	  disagree	  with	  one	  of	  the	  ideas	  presented	  in	  
the	  ar:cle…I	  do	  not	  believe	  that	  LRE	  is	  the	  

general	  educa:on	  classroom	  for	  all	  students…
The	  whole	  idea	  of	  special	  educa:on	  is	  

individualized	  goals	  and	  instruc:on	  to	  meet	  
each	  student's	  needs.	  Just	  because	  a	  student	  is	  
in	  special	  educa:on,	  does	  not	  mean	  they	  will	  
all	  have	  the	  same	  LRE.	  	  A	  resource	  room	  may	  
be	  the	  LRE	  for	  one	  student	  but	  not	  for	  another,	  

depending	  on	  their	  educa:onal	  needs.”	  	  

“…there	  are	  many	  
underlying	  social	  values	  
that	  I	  have	  no:ced.	  First,	  

society	  likes	  to	  put	  
people	  into	  socially	  
constructed	  boxes.	  
These	  boxes	  relate	  to	  
one’s	  gender,	  sexual	  
preference,	  etc.	  By	  

placing	  people	  into	  these	  
socially	  constructed	  

boxes,	  society	  is	  easily	  
able	  to	  understand	  how	  
others	  should	  act.	  When	  
someone	  does	  not	  fit	  

into	  these	  social	  
constructs,	  society	  
pushes	  against	  their	  

thoughts.” 


